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GOVERNMENT-OWNED HERITAGE BUILDINGS, PLANS 
Statement by Minister for Housing and Works 

MR F.M. LOGAN (Cockburn - Minister for Housing and Works) [12.23 pm]:  Since being appointed 
Minister for Housing and Works and Minister for Heritage earlier this year, one of my key objectives has been to 
decide on the future of important government-owned buildings and properties, many of which have been 
standing idle and deteriorating for up to 18 years.  First, I initiated the redevelopment of the old Treasury 
building.  Architects are working on designs that will incorporate retail, business and office accommodation on 
that site.   
Second, I announced plans to restore the former Sunset Hospital site in Dalkeith.  The University of Western 
Australia has agreed, in principle, to assume management of 91 per cent of the 8.2-hectare site, to restore the 
heritage buildings and to convert them into an arts precinct that would house some of its collections, possibly 
including the internationally recognised Berndt Museum of Anthropology and a sculpture park.  To pay for the 
restoration and ongoing maintenance of the buildings, part of the university’s land will be used for a new, much-
needed residential aged care facility.  The remaining portion of the land will be sold by the state government and 
developed for up to 57 residential apartments.  The inclusion of residential accommodation in this project is 
important because it will provide housing diversity in a traditionally low housing density area.  The Sunset plan 
is a fantastic outcome that will provide great community access to the site and the Swan River.  It also conserves 
the integrity of the heritage buildings and provides diversity of use. 
Third, I announced that the state government will sell the old Swanbourne Hospital in Mt Claremont by public 
tender.  The 2.48-hectare site includes some of Perth’s finest landmark heritage buildings and more than 5 000 
square metres of vacant land that is suitable for an exclusive residential development.  The property is set in 
parkland that offers sweeping and uninterrupted views to the city.  It could easily be considered one of the 
hottest properties in town.  All the on-site buildings, including the superb Montgomery Hall, are of heritage 
significance, so any redevelopment will need to comply with guidelines prepared in consultation with the 
Heritage Council of WA. 
I have struggled to understand why significant state-owned buildings like the old Treasury building, Sunset 
Hospital or the old Swanbourne Hospital have been allowed to stand empty and decay for so long.  I suspect that 
it has been because of the inability of consecutive governments to make the hard decisions.  Instead, they 
allowed these buildings to soak up taxpayers’ money without providing any foresight or direction.  Fortunately, 
the Gallop government is a government of action.  In all these cases, we have made tough decisions in the 
interests of all Western Australians. 
 


